[Preliminary observation of MRI manifestations of adult pulmonary tuberculosis].
To study the role of MRI in diagnosis of adult pulmonary tuberculosis. MRI and X-ray appearance of 55 adult pulmonary tuberculosis cases were reviewed. No obvious difference was found between the images of MRI and chest radiography which reflect infiltrative and proliferative pathologic changes of pulmonary tuberculosis (including cavity, tuberculoma and caserous pneumonitis). Infiltrative, proliferative lesions and caserous pneumonitis showed middle signal on the T1 and T2 weighted images. Cavity showed low signal. Tuberculoma showed generally hyterogenous signal on the T2 weighted images. It is unnecessary to use MRI as a routine tool for diagnosis of pulmonary tuberculosis.